
Request to extend the Los Angeles County Sybil Brand Commission for Institutional Inspections 
(SBC) sunset review date to December 1, 2015 and approve the analysis and ordinance amending 
Title 2 – Administration of the Los Angeles County Code.

SUBJECT

November 17, 2015

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

SUNSET REVIEW FOR THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY SYBIL BRAND COMMISSION FOR 
INSTITUTIONAL INSPECTIONS

(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS) 
(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

Approve the introduction of an ordinance extending the SBC sunset review date to December 1, 
2015; provide that the Commissioners be paid for their attendance at Commission-related events not 
to exceed $150 per week; and amend Title 2- Administration of the Los Angeles County Code to 
require that the SBC conduct annual elections of a Chair and Vice Chair.  

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The Board established and has continued the Commission pursuant to the Los Angeles County 
Code Chapter 2.82.  The Board approved the most recent sunset review date extension in May 
2007.  The Commission conducts inspections, and advises on industrial and educational programs 
for both juvenile and adult inmates/detainees in County jail facilities, Probation camps and juvenile 
halls.  At least once each year, and more often if the Commission deems necessary, or as directed 
by a judge of the Superior Court, members of the Commission visit and inspect County facilities 
operated by the Probation Department (Probation), Sheriff’s Department (Sheriff), Superior Court, 
and the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS).  The Commission inspects these 



facilities for administrative efficiency, physical condition, cleanliness, and comfort of the residents.  
The Commission also inspects group homes where Probation and DCFS place their wards.  

During this review period, the Commission conducted 1,026 inspections at County jails, lockups, 
Probation and correctional facilities, and group homes; held monthly meetings with County 
departments and State of California Community Care Licensing Division (CCLD) representatives to 
discuss inspection results and actions taken by departments to resolve facility and group home 
noncompliance.

The ordinance will update the Board’s authority regarding Commission-related activities and require 
the Commission to conduct annual election of a Chair and Vice Chair consistent with other County 
Commissions. 

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
Approval of the recommendation supports Strategic Plan Goal No. 3, Community Support and 
Responsiveness, by continued efforts to improve the welfare and safety of people who are 
incarcerated or wards of the courts, as well as living conditions of youth.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

Staff support is provided to the Commission by the Executive Office and does not have a separate 
budget.  The Commission averages approximately $78,000 per year in stipends, staff support and 
travel reimbursement.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The Board established and has continued the Commission pursuant to Los Angeles County Code 
Chapter 2.82

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Approval of this recommendation will not have an adverse impact on other County services or 
projects.
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LORI GLASGOW

Chair

Enclosures

c: Acting Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors 
Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Auditor-Controller
Chief, Commission Services
Chairperson, Sybil Brand Commission for 
Institutional Inspections

Respectfully submitted,

LG:ld
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